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HARMONY WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.04 pm]: I am 
pleased to advise members that Harmony Week, a multicultural community relations initiative, takes place from 
15 to 21 March 2010. Harmony Week provides opportunities for all Western Australians to participate in 
numerous statewide events and to experience, share, understand and appreciate a diverse range of cultures, 
traditions, languages and faiths. Harmony Week enables us to consider how to capture the potential of people 
from all over the world and bring them together economically, socially and culturally in such a way that the state 
continues to benefit and prosper. 

As part of Harmony Week, we are delighted to host Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce, AC, Governor-General. 
Ms Bryce will present the 2010 Vice-Chancellors’ Oration at Joondalup campus of Edith Cowan University on 
Thursday, 18 March 2010. 

I also inform members that the Department of Local Government will be participating in Taste of Harmony, a 
national initiative that encourages all workplaces to celebrate their cultural diversity, while local governments 
across Western Australia will present a range of community events to support Harmony Week. 

Migration has been an essential component of Western Australia’s development, and continues to be critical in 
sustaining the nation’s economic growth. Since early 1945, nearly seven million migrants have come to 
Australia, and we remain one of the world’s most successful nations because of how we have managed the 
settlement of people from over 200 countries. Knowing this, it is our collective responsibility as parliamentarians 
to ensure that we work actively to value and promote this diversity, while creating a society that is free from 
prejudice and discrimination and built on understanding and mutual respect. 

I am pleased to highlight Harmony Week to members of the house and encourage their support for this uniquely 
Western Australian initiative. 
 


